© T HISTORICAL SHIP RECORD FILE

0017200 FRAMENT -
0017201 Ex DE~B72.-CONVERTED 10 Fred

0017202 AND TRANS._TO ECUADOR
0017203 FOR 'SERVICE AS SUCH. NOT ON EQUADORTA

NAVAL LIST, _

RRT L

7206 APD gco78  B6-15-66

17207 nuLL - T T
CO17208  EX DE-693. TRANS., TO TAIWAN, BY SALE, _
Bo01veno ON 06-13-66 AS LU SHAN(PF~-36). SOLO TO
or17210 .. _ TAIWAN AS REPAACFMENT FOR THE SUNK EX~ [/
0017211 USS WALTER B. COBB(APD=105).,

17212 RRT L o A

APD 00070 B4=01=64

001 ___ _BUNCH

EX DE~694, SOLD AND SCRAPP_..;»E"“

0017216 F e e
0017217  APD  0CO8O T 12-01-66

0017218  _HAYTER e
0017219 EX DE-212, WAS SCHEDULED FOR TRANS, TO
t017220  PHILIPPINES, BUT WAS REPLACED ON TRANS,
0017221 LIST BY ROOTHIBE=170), TRANS, TO KOREA,
0017222 = AS GRANT AID, ON 07-23-67 AS CHUN NAM_
9017223 {PG-861,

0017224  RRT L

0017225 APD 00081 06=01=60

0017226 TATUM
Qnyraz? EX DE~789, SOLD ON 05-08-61 TO SOUTHERN
Goi7zzh _ SCRAP MATERIAL CC.y LTO., NEW ORLEANS,
0617229 LA. $38,278.88. SCRAPPED,

0017230 RRT I . e
0017231 APD 0CO082

0017232 RORUM e e e e
0037233 UNNAMED

nni72se . HULL NUMBFR ORIG. KESERVEQ FOR COAYES_
0017235 . (DE=-H685). HOWEVER, DE«B6#5 ULTIMATELY

0017236 RECAME APO-138,
8017237 APD 00043

DO17238 MALOY et e e e
0617239 UNNAMED

go17240 HULL NUMAER ORIG. RESERVED FOR ARAY{DE~_
0017241 709). HOWEVER, DE-709 ULTIMATELY RECAME

1017242 APO-239, e
0017243 APD 00084 06=01=60

B017244__ HATINES _ .
Go17245 FX 0E-792. SOLD CN 05-03-61 TO NORTH

0017246 AMERTCAN SMELTING COuy WILMINGTON, DEL,s 8 #¥4,
2017247 7 FOR $38,259,00, SCRAPPED,

C017248 ~ RRT T e
C017249 APD 00085 16=-01-60
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Bull

Richard Bull--born in New York City on 14 July 1914--
enlisted in the Naval Reserve as a seaman 2d class on 16 July
1938 at Miami, Fla., and after the completion of elimination
flight training, was appointed an aviation cadet, USNR, on 8
November 1938. Reporting for instruction at the Naval Air
Station (NAS) Pensacola, on 27 November 1938, he was eventually
appointed a naval aviator on 12 October 1939. Given his
commission as ensign and assigned to Patrol Squadron (VP) 22 on
21 November 1939, he reported for duty on 13 December 1939. He
was designated a patrol plane commander on 28 November 1940.

Transferred with VP-22 to the Netherlands East Indies early
in January 1942 as part of the reinforcement of the hard-pressed
‘Patrol Wing 10, Bull--his temporary appointment as lieutenant
(j-g.) forwarded on 21 January 1942--flew Consolidated PBY
"Catalina" flying boats in the desperate efforts to stem the tide
of enemy expansion in that theater. On 23 January 1942, in the
course of a routine patrol off the coast of Borneo, Bull
encountered poor visibility conditions--a combination of thick
black smoke from refineries fired by the retreating Dutch and low
cumuius clouds pregnant with raih-—in which he unexpectedly came
upon two transports and two destroyers. Although sporadic
antiaircraft fire kept him at a discreet distance, he lingered in
the vicinity, determined to see, as he later reported, "exactly
what else was in the area."” A short time later, the sighting of
a coﬁvoy of what appeared to be 26 ships rewarded his

perserverance.




On 5 February 1942, Bull took off in a PBY, 22-P-6, with a
crew of seven, from Saemlocki Bay, Tanimbar Islands. Bull had
planned to fly to the southeast tip of Ceram Island, then fly
over Ambon, drop his bombs on targets of opportunity, and then
continue the patrel. Leaving control of the PBY to his second
pilot, Ens. William W. Hargraves, USNR, Bull took over the
bombsight in the nose of the flying boat. As they neared Ambon,
they spotted what appeared to be a Japanese cruiser off the
harbor entrance, and, shortly thereafter, upwards of 20 ships in
the harbor itself. After his radioman had transmitted a contact
report, and Hargraves had commenced a bombing run, Bull said:
"There are too many ships here, let's get into the clouds."
Hargraves obediently turned toward the clouds to the right of
them as antiaircraft fire began to speckle the sky .

Fighters from the field at Ambon, meanwhile, rose and
attacked the PBY, holing its wings and tail and putting out its
port engine. Gasoline from the holed fuel tanks began collecting
in the bilges. Hargraves meanwhile dropped the bombs to attempt
to keep altitude, but found that he could not keep the plane in
the clouds to evade the fighters. Bull okayed his second pilot's
recommendation to land the plané} which was rapidly filling with
fumes from the gasoline in the bilges, and Hargraves put the
crippled PBY down off the north coast of Ambon, near the village
of Hila. One crewman had bailed out during the descent and was

never seen again.




After destroying confidential publications and the
bombsight, the crew began to abandon ship. As Ens. Hargraves and
Radioman 1st Class C. S. Nelson inflated one rubber boat and left
the plane with a badly injured man, a Japanese single-engined,
single-float floatplane spotted the downed PBY and strafed it on
the water, blowing it up on its second pass. The "Catalina" sank
almost immediately; Bull and two of the three men still on board
the PBY attempting to release the second rubber boat perished in
the explosion or drowned when the plane sank. While the bodies
of the other crewmen washed ashore within days, Bull's was never
recovered.

The details of 22-P-6's encounter with enemy fighters over
Ambon, and its subsequent loss off Hila, did not emerge until
Hargraves and Nelson {the other two men who had survived the
destruction of the plane having died) ultimately reached Thursday
Island, Northern Queensland, Australia, 7 May 1942, and radioed a
report of the action. For his "extraordinary flying achievement,
courage and devotion to duty" while carrying out the hazardous
reconnaissance flight in the vicinity of Ambon, Bull was awarded

the Distinguished Flying Cross, posthumously.
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The as-yet unnamed destroyer escort, DE-52, was laid down on
29 June 1942 at Hingham, Mass., by the Bethlehem Steel Co. and
named Bull prior to 5 August 1942, on which date the widow of the
late Lt.(jg) Bull was informed that the name of her deceased
husband had been assigned to a new construction ship. Prior to
16 October 1942, however, DE-52 was earmarked for transfer to the
British government under lend lease and was renamed Bentinck

(ag.v.).
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L AL MESSAGE

O: AV FORM 2110-33 (REV. 6-61) 5/N 0107-7vo-

o

: ( NAVY DEPARTMENT

~ CNCLASSIFED

PRE RELEAS‘ED ! * DRAFTED BY PHONE NG,
PR e AT g e . IWR. S. J. PAIEVITZ
INFO - %_ ) ---'z/é/é_,/ OP-hoay. T fa 57231
ROUTINE ARG L ol S 20 SEP 1966 sS4
— 428 y
R 2113447 SEP 66  © ,
R CNO |
O COMIWELVE . _
IIFO  COMPACRESFIT
MAREGRU PACRESFLT "
SAN FRAN BAY NSY
TRDMAN 12
- CHNAVSEC MAAG CHIIA e
CHINESE NAVATT, WASH, D.C. \ B
UHCLAS A34L G=
SAN FRAN BAY NSY VALLE JO  _.eom, afe

. ‘,;g,p.:?-;..
TOW FREPARATION APD'S L2 AND 8

A. ARTICIES 0786 AND 194%"‘?’% REGS 1948
NAVCOMPT MANUAT 035950 THRU 035957
BUSANDA MAKUAL PARA 25315

B.
c.

1.
TO GOVT

SUBJECT SHIPS, CURRENTLY BERTHED

£

o
ot

e

AL)20 e

Hrea g
“2r e L

AT MARE ISLAND, WERE TRANSFERRED -

OF CHINA IN AS IS CONDITION UNDER FOREIGN MILITARY SAIES

PROVISIONS. . .

2. REQUEST SHIPS BE PREPARED ¥OR
© COMMERCTAL, TUG.

TRANS-OCEAN TOW FPRICR ARRIVAT,
BILLINGS FOR MATERIAL, LABOR AND OTHER SERVICES

RENDERED SHOULD BE FORVARDED T0Q CHINESE NAVATT, WASH, IAW PROVISIONS
OF REF A, B AND C. _ .

DRATTER:
DI3T:

OP-42
Ok...92...63...43...IP. . .BFR

CIRCUIT NO, {COMKO) PAGE . OF PAGES TOR/'I'OD CONTROL NO. (COMMO) DTG (COMMD)}
| L 2436-WR-4 2113442 SEP 66
- ) o H-49084
URCLASSIFIED &5 y
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Samuel L. Morison "/T/ / &J/%J

Main Nzvyy, Ships Histories /) g T/\
Section (Op-09B91SH] /é’r ﬂ & KTLLW

Divisior of Nayzl History ﬁ }f] //7 __/ 1(7 // ZZN )
Dep: rtment of the ;\Ia vy . .
Washington, D C. Ai‘f’j-ﬂ, S— L/,_/Q}_ (/ L /(/\/L /\./ @/\

Dear Mr. Morison:

Thark you for your letter Garan

lzm glad to inform you th'*t those APD’'s mentioned in your letter wern °
sold to our Navy in "as'in, where is" condtion under Military Assista Sptel
Sale procedure. The APD 91 znd APD 129 were purchased on 15 A wrch
1965. APD 98, APD 120, APD 42 znd APD 106" were purcn.».,ed om. ’2 F»—b

i966. APD 78 was purchased on 12 Jhly 1966 .

., Aa you know that APD 106 sunk while enroute to 'I'a1w._n due to break
of tow in rough weather her last position was reported as 340,19 N 122°.
05¢ W at 21 Apnl 1966. . - - -

1 do not know the new names and hull numbers of these ships yeL. “\Ior -
the names of ex-US ships which zre to be trznsfered to our Navy. I'ir ba

happy to let you know if I get the information in the future,

With best sincere vishes.

Very truly y'bur 3,
4 _ ' . . e
Tsou Chien

Rear Admiral, CN
.Naval Attzche .



DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
Office of the Chief of Naval Operations
Washington, D, C., 20350

0P-432/bt
Ser T66P43

A S 10 JUN 1966
From: Chief of Naval Operations
Tols - Secretary of the Nayi.ce.

Subji’ Striling of USE BULL (APD-78).
L% Vessel Register 'l

1. The USS BULL (APD-78). has beén determined to be excess
to the 'heeds of the Navy. This ship has been selected
for sdle to the Republic of China under the Military

Assistance Program,

2, It 1s recommended that USS BULL (APD-78) be declared

s . B

excess by;the Department of the Navy and that this ship

be6gﬁri¢kéﬁ.from the Naval Vessel Register as of 15 June
19667

3. Authority 1is requested‘tg digpose of this ship pursuant

to existlng law ln a manner most advantageous to the

government, "subsequent to the striking as recommended

in paragraph 2 above, B
e L. G, BERNARD

BY DIRECTION

"""""""""""""""""""""" 0P-432 /bt
Ser T767P43
JUN- 14, 1966

FPIRST ENDORSEMENT

From; Sec%étary of the Navy ‘
To: Chief of Naval Operations

1., Returned, approved. USS BULL (APD-78) is hereby
declared excess to the needs of the Navy and shall be
str%cken-from the Naval Vessel Register as of 15 June
196t SO

2. Authority is granted to dispose of this shlp pursuant
to existlng law in a manner most advantageous to the
government,



i ' ‘ L e _ﬁ:,,gh;w;;,Ser'767P43
BN A T ‘
3. The Chief of Naval Operations wlll take the necessary
action incident to the dispcsal cf USS BULL (APD-T8).

{_.'

o Graeme C Bannerman
. e R Assistant Secretary of the Navy
R (Installations and Loglstics)
. . - \‘“’ .
Authenticated: 1y

F.W, PENNOYER CAPT USN

SNDL Al Immediate Office of the “Secretary - .
N . A2A Indepe?dent Offices (NAVCOMPT 5, JAG, OLA,
U T e : . ‘ ONR
PR A3 Chief of Naval Operations (OP—O6 03, 405F,
: . L2, )O9B9, 3010, 333F (2), 43& HBMP 601,
S 101
- Ala HONAVMATCOM T R
K2 NAVSUPSYSCOMHQ , NAVORDSYSCOMHQ,
. NAVSHIPSYSCOMHQ
A5 Bureaus (PERS Al5)
F2 =~ Naval DPistiets -

.

A

e F20 Fleet Post Offices L
‘.. Fe6" INSURV (WASH, OFF. only)
T Ll . Shipyards (less New York NAVSHIPYD)
21 . Fleet Commanders in Chief ‘
22 . Fleet Commanders = "
234 ° Naval Force Commands
Lo e 2874 Type Commands
** ¢ .t 38.. Reserye Fleet Commands
1A Commarder, ‘MSTS
R PHILANAVSHIPYD (Code 900) -
‘G5B Navy Section MAAG {Talwan only)
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I eonplisnee wibl CU0 150 1819567 of July 1966 the sidp is sceepted
Iram Commprder, San Diego (roup, Fasifie Leserve Plect in sn Yis ie s
Vhere ig" condition will the wnderstonding that the below deseribed.
vessel 111l be deliverad to Commarvier, Mare Tsland urtiing Freifie Peserve

v

Tleety veve Islw€ Uovel Chipyerd; Tellejey Californis,
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AFD ,
3 Apr 1959

FOURTH ENDORSEMENRT on SENMEM INSPBD SDIEGOGRU, PACRESFLT ltr Ser: 41 of
15 Oct 1958 ‘

From: Chief, Bureau of Ordnance
To: Ghief of Naval Operations

Subj: | BULL (APD-78) |Post Shipyard Availability Inspection Report
for Restricted Availability)

1l. Forvarded.

2. Tt is noted that no ordnance repair items were accomplished during

shipyard availability.
| SCEIVEL
Gl fncsr
. 0. WEAVER

| R EERTAL :
By direction 7 APR 1959

Copy to:

INSURV -
COMPACRESFLT
NAVREPFAC SDIEGO
COMPHIBPAC
COMSDIEGOGRU
INDMAN ELEVEN
COMELEVEN

CWSF

SENMEM INSPBD SDIEGOGRU
BUSHIPS

| OPERATINS
QFFICE OF THE DHEE OF NAVA
FLEET DEVELOPMENT & MANTERAREE

ppRS 1999
NAVY DEPARTMENT



APD 78(508)
Ser 508B2-~170

1 GMAR195¢
THIRD ENDORSEMENT on SENMEM SDIEGOGRU, PACRESFLT INSPED ltr ser 41
of 15 OCT 1958 to CHO

From: ief, Bureau of Ships
To: hief of Naval Operatious

Via: /Chief, Bureau of Ordnsnce

Sﬁbj: BULL (APD 78) Post Shipyard Availability Inspection Report
(for Restricted Availability) ‘

Ref: (g) RESINDMAN SDIEGO Departure Report of 20 0CT 1958

1. The cést of fepairs accomplished during the restricted availability
as shown by reference (g) was $29,066. No alterations were authorized,

2. The Material Readiness Suffix for this Class B vessel is assigned
due to the activation items requiring industrial assistance shown in

reference (d), less the boiler work reported accomplished by the basic
letter.

B
COMPACRESFLY

NAVREPFAC SDIEGO

COMPHTRPAC g. B, "
COMSDIEGOGRU By Direction
INDMAN ELEVEN

COMELEVEN

$L10 650080
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SECOND ENDORSEMENT on SENMEM SDIEGOGRY, PACRESFLT INSPBD lir ser 41
of 15 Oct 1958

 Prom: Commander, Pacific Ressrve Fleet

To: Chief of Naval Operations

- Via: (1) Chisf, Bureaun of Ships

{2) Chief, Bureau of Ordnance
Subj: USS BULL (APD78); Post Shipyard Aveilability Inspection Report

Ref: (o) COMPACRESFLT conf. 1tr aer 069 of 31 Jan 1958
' (£) OPNAVINST 4770.6C

1. PForwarded sasigning a Material Resdiness Indey Numbsr MR—BO—?

which supersedes the MR numbsr contained in reference (a).

2. By copy of this endorsement, Industrial Manager, Elsventh Naval
District is requested to review ths information contained in ref-
erence (d) and advise COMPACRESFLT whether or not he concurs in the
MR suffix mumber assigned.

3. It is noted thaet the ellowance material on bosrd the BULL fsalls

below the ninety (90) percent minimm required by reference (£}

Copy to:

NAVREPFAC SDIEGO

COMPHIBPAC

COMSDIEGOGRU

INDMAN ELEVEN (with baais ltr)
COMELEVEN

{'Lf@\sgazéo

-
/ JUE
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FF10/SDG/nib
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Szr 61/ 3317
3¥8/1 0CT22 1955

FIRST ENDORSEMENT on SEMMEMSDGINSPBD 1tr S3 ser 41 of 15 CCT 19:8

From: Commander, San Diege Group, Pacific Reserve Fleet
To: Chief of Naval Operations
Via: (1) Commander, Pacific Heserve Fleet

(2) Chief, Bureau of Ships

Subjs BULL (4PD 78) Post Shipyard Availability Inspection Report

1. TForwarded, concurring in the basic report and the recommendstion that
& Material Index Number of MR~30-7 be assigned BULL (&.PD 78) in lieu of
the previously assipgned MR~30.15,

Copy tot W, S. STOVALL, Jr.
COMELEVEN (w/c basic report)

COMVESTSEAFRON ~ Report Symbol 4730-1

EIM SDIEGO (w/c basic report)

SEIMEMSDIEGOINSPED
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SEN DYEZD GROUP, PAGIFIC RESERVE FLEEY

Uoth, HATAL STATICH
SAN DUESO 56, CALIFORNIA

Y

SubBd Infurv/S0G
83

Serigle ﬁg‘,l.

18 Qetober 1958

Prou:  Senlor Hember, Sesn Dlege Group Inepecticn Boapd

Teog Chief of Hevel (nessbicns

Vias (1) denmander; Sup Dlege Group, Pscific Reserve Flaeh
: meriar, Puasific Heserve Pleek

- oidefl, Buveauw of Ships

Sobie  BULL (APD-T8) Post Shipyerd Avedlability Tnspecticn Repord

fbol

Refy &) CFRAV INST L770,.S
b} COMPACRESFLY INST AT30.74
3 PACEESFLT BEG. 19%6
} Sspior Member, Sub-Hoard InSwsv, SDIEGOGRUPACRESFLT 1t 83 Sere
Sk of 2% Apedd 1956, Ssetion IVI (Material Inspection Report)

Briaxds (1) Lioh of Repaire and Alberations Completed During Shipyard
dveilsbility from 23 June 1958 to 4 Ssplember 1955

}ﬂm ‘:e::-.:‘,' £
inspectlion of the BULYL. (AVD-78) wes candusled on 1 Dulobar 1558,

2o This ship hed & restricted evailsbility at the Nebional Sheel and
Shlipbellddng Jorp., Sew Diego, California, commensing 23 June 195% and
eapleting b4 Sepbembar 1958 for sscomplichment of boiler work,

2. Enclsaued

{1} iigte the repeirs and albersbions cempleted daring the
avatlabilite,

bo 8imse bthe boller repaire were the sole work ascemplished, the remeining
itews lleted in reforence (d), BULL' ¢ last Meterial Yngpection Repord, wemain
eubetonding..

5. The ship ig considered to wecelt the ouwrrent standerds of clsanliness and

6, The eilp vas last undosked on 2 June 1953,
7. The ghip will neb reguire drpdoeiing %o activebe.

&

& Thiz is o Clsss ¥BY ehip,

DRIGINAL

vomcdones with vefevoncen {a), (b) and (¢}, the post shipyard avellepility

12410 650220



“ ORIemEL
% k8 & reculs |

af the work accompliched during this availubility, and in
wiew of werk remaining wideh requires industria} assistance, (reference (a}},
1% iz vecommended that s Heterial Index Humber of ¥R-30-7 be assigned in liew
ef the previcusly assigned MR-30-15,

- m—o&oﬂ
Copy tos

COMUESTSEAFROK Report Symbel 4730-1

VL?BQGZSG

URIGIGAL

LY A
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| | URIGINAL
EULL (APD-TE

Fogt Shipyard aveil. Dnsp.

LIGT OF REPALRS AND ALTERATIONS ACCOMPLISHED DURING THE SHIFYARD AVAILARILITY
OF @ULL (AFD=78) FROM 22 JUNE 1958 70 L SEPTEMBER 1958,

HOGHE

IT. MACHINEEY

Bl
i
B

The Yellowing work was sccemplished 4o #1 and #2 bodlews

‘&, Hemoved relrectory sround all ewbedded tubss Se permiy couplete
inspecticn ef tube conditions im sccordanee wibth COMPACRESFLT
IRST 9510.3 of 27 Sepiocmber 19%%,.

B. Rerclled end sesl welded downcomsr tubes in secordance with BUSHIPE
THST 9510.68 of huhush 198,

e Uondueted sabisfacbory hpdrestatic test of 712 PST et completion
af ebove work.

€: Clouned and boiled out bedler,
“o  Replased refractery rerovsd for ascenmlishment of above worke

fo Lupped v bé superhester hend hole seating surfaces and instsllied
new superheater haud hole plsbes end goskebe,

& Lapped in 18 econsidzer plug sesting surfaces snd fmstsllsd new
weonemiter hend hole plugs and guekets,

b, Renewed 20 cconeowizer bLoyonet type, clean out plugs and seals,
1o henewed 30L coconcmimer cleam out plug seals.
do  Comducted additicasl eeblisfactory hydrostzbic test of 712 P3Y,

ko Placed bollers under dndividusl D/F equipment in wecerdsnce with
COMPACRESFLT INST 01502 : of 27 September 1954,

g

i,
=

e ENCLOSURE (1)
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I¥e EIECTR(HICS
Vo, ORDNANGE
NONE
ALTERATIONS
I. WL
 HONE
I, MACHINERY
. RONE
LT ELECTRICAL
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¥¥. ELECTRONICS
| NOWE
¥, ORDNANCE

. BECLOSURE (1)
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USE FOR URGENT LETTERS OMLY

}i”\? ;ib

{Gne Dox nus be checked) CLASSIFICATION

m Regarar facH L‘J Szacial Boltvery

% THROUSH COMMUNICATION OFFICE
REPLY REFER TO

D/50G/es

e i o TNCLASSIFIED l / P é Lo )
@ e Kiess [T} Reuliorad #oit ( | & gw é1 /’ 2 2 Q 3
. —{FORTE )
| , 17" SEP 8 1958
0,  Commender, Pagifie Reserve Flest NAVAL SPEEDLETTER—

Tressure Telend -
pSan Fransigee 30, Califernia

Permits dispetch or Informai longueags.

May be sent (1) with enclosures, (2) in
o window envelope (size 878"x3%p™, i
confents ore not clossiffad os confiden.
fle! or higher, {3} .0 both novel ond non-
naval octivities,

s packaged 500 sheefs of whito or of oo

coloe; yeliow, pink, of greon.

@ACRESFLT LT0-2

— :
BULL {&PD 78)

f‘lIC""ED AVAILABILITY (REROLL DOWNCOMFRS) COMPLETED 4 SFPTREMEFR 1958

MM TEEZL AND SHIPBUIIDING COHPANY SAN DIFGO CALYFORNIA

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF HAVAL OPERATIONS
FLEET DEVELOPMENT & MAINTENANGE

SEP 16 1958 -
NAVY, DEPARTMENT,

Fo Po COWART
By direetion

oY T NoNO COMELEVEN { RIM SDIRGO
BUOLED THDMANELEVEN
BUSHIES COMMESTSEAFRON
- et SEMDER'S MAILING ADDRESS
ﬁGnTﬂfﬁk@?ﬁ Sen Dseg@ G aup E Address reply es thown ai laft; or reply

Facific fecerve Fleet
ADDRES®: ¥, 3. Wavel Statien
San Dioge 36, Califernia

L.

hereon oz seturn in window emmslope
telzs BIEMx3%™), ¥ not closlfled o9
confidantial or higher.

CLASSIFICATION
UHCLASSIFIED

FAVERCE-AIGT

N —DPPO 11HD, San Dlego, Colfee3
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USE FOR URGENT LETTERS ONLY

e
) .g Ed:{i‘&,, 5

DO NOT CLEAR THROUGH COMMUNiCATiON QEF!(‘E

fons box must be checked) CLASSTFICATION

YR REPLY REFER TO

[3 Regubar Medf {:’5 Spaclal Datveiy ¥F10 ,jS nG /dew
UNCLASSIFIED 49 |
@ Alr Hait {7} Renhelored Mait l , Ser 61 f 2 1 é 6
fw#f g
BV EERN SN T
To rwcamandear,, Peclific Reserve Fléet /C MAVAL SPEEDLETTER—
Treagure Island ’ Permits dispatch or Informe! languags.
San Francisco, Californis ﬂ?/ = My be sent (1) with enslowwter, {3} In
i A o window ewelops (size BYS74"), I

{Foki} .

contents ore not clossifled or confldons
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Born in Now York City, 14 July 191L, Richard Bull onlisted i
the Naval Reserve in 1938. He was appolnted Aviation Cadet on 7
Kovember 1938, and was dosignated Kaval Avintor on 12 Octobor 1939,
He served as Patrol Plonc Commander with Patrol Squadron 22 in 194C
Lieutcnant (junior gradej Bull wns lost on 5 February 1942 during
action in the Netherlands East Indies. He wos posthumously awarded
the Distlnguished Flying Cross Dy the Presildent of the Unitcd Statce

I

(DE-693: dp. 1400; 1. 306'; b. 36:10"; dv. 13'6"; 8. 24 k.,
cpl. 186; a. 3-3", 3-21" TT.; cl. Buckley)

Bull (DB-693) wes launched 25 March 1943 by Dofoc Shipbuildi
Co., Bay City, Mich.; sponsorcd by Mrs. Ruth P. Bull, widow of
Licutenant {junior grade ) Bull; nnd commissioned 12 August 1943,
Licutenant D. W. Farnham, USNR. in command.

Boetwcen 29 October 1943 and 27 July 1044 Bull made six
round trip voynges as o convey eséort, between New York, Boston, an§

Londonderry, Ircland. ILate in July 1944, she entercd Todd

: H
Shipyerds Corp., Brooklyn, and underwent conversion to a high-speed
trangport, APD-78. Conversion wos completed 26 Gctobor 1944 and

bull, after o short period of refresher training, departed for the

iz

ific. Arriving at Poarl Harbor con 2 December, she embarked an

«Q
-

3

inderweter demoliticon team and procecded to the Polau Islands, whic

o

served as the stoging n~roa for.the invaslon of Iuzon.

- o [P “ - .



-2.
During 1945, Bull served as & base for underwater demolition teams,
ana performed fire-support and screening duties, while participating in:
the Lingayen CGulf landings (2-19 ganusry 1945); the assault end occupaticn
of Iwo Jima (1b February-5 Mareh); and *the assault and occupation of Okinawa

Gunto {21 March-22 Apvil; 2-8 May; 29 May-1 July).

On I July; Bull departed Qkinawa and ssiled to San Padro, Calif., where
she arrived on the 26th. After undergoing & yard overhaul. she departed the
West Comst end returned %o the Western Pacific, arriving at Marila,
Frilippine Islands; 19 Cetoker 1945. Bull remained on occupation duty in
the Far Zast until tlarch 10k6 when she departed for the West Coass.

Upon arrival, she operated along the West Coast for a short rericd and
then reported to the Pacific Reserve Fleet, San Diego Group to commence

inactivation. Bull was placed out of commisgion in reserve 5 June 1947.

Bull received three battle stars for her World War II service.

&
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Division of Naval history
Ships' Higtories Section
Navy Department

HISTORY OF USS BULL (APD 78) (EX DE 693)

The high speed transgort USS BULL was authorized during the
critical days of early 1943 in answer to the Navy's need for more
eéscorts and high speed transports with which to protect convoys
moving toward the Eurppehn theater of operations.

US5 BULL was built by the Defoe Shipbuilding Company in Bay
City, Michigan in 1943. Her keel was laid on 1% December 1542, and
she was launched on 25 March 1943. The sponsor ef the ship was Mrs.
Ruth P. Bull, widow of Lieutenant (jg) Richard Bull, USNR, for whom
the ship was named.

US55 BULL vas floated down the Mississippi River in July 1943
to Algiers, Louisiana, and was the first ship of its kind to make
the voyage down the Mississippl River. At Algeries, BULL was fitted
- out, the crew moved aboard, and on 12 August 1943, Lieutenant D. W.
Farnhem, USNR, assumed commend upon her commissioning. :

After trials and calibrations had been completed, BULL de-
‘parted from Algiers and by 28 August was enroute -to:Bermids for
shakedown.

On 4 October 1943, she arrived at Boston, Massachusetts from
Bermuda. By this time she had already completed her first cConvoy
assignment, having escorted the transport S8 WASHINGTON to Norfolk
from Bermuda. At Boston, a post shakedown.. availability was granted
after which she reported to New York for extended duty.

On 18 October 1943, BULL sailed southward to Curacaoc, Dutch
West Indies and then to Londonderry, North Ireland.

Returning to New York on 27 November, she underwent a short
avallability, She then received orders to sail for Cape Cod Bay
to commence operating as the towing ship for target spars used by
Navy planes practicing radar and dive bombing taétics.

On 12 December, Lieutenant Farhham was relieved as commanding
officer and his former executive officer, Lieutenant J. B. MeLaughl in,
USNR, assumed command of USS BULL.

The ship steoamed to New York and on the ninth departed with
Tagsk Group 21.9 for Great Britain. A short stay at Londonderry,
North Ireland was terminated on 27 January 1944, and Task Group
21.9 put to sea again enroute to New York.

On 3 February, USS BULL passed through a great hurricane, and
the hectic return voyage ended on 7 February when Task Group 21.9
steamed into New York. During the voyage, further evidence of the
stormy:North Atlantic's wrath was presented when BULL picked up the
bedy of a seaman lost in the wreck of a British merchantman,
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After eleven days in the Navy Yard at Brooklyn, New York, BULL
salled for Casco Bay, Maine, for a refresher tralning period. The
lecy period of training at Casco Bay was brought to a conclusion
when 1t became necessary to go to Boston for repairs.

BULL became a part of Task Force 69 which sailed from Boston
on 28 February 1944 for her third convoy to Great Britain. Task
Force A9 arrived at Belfast, North Ireland on 8 March and at New
York on 25 March. Again on 6 April 1944, Tssk Force 09 put to sea, '
and this time BULL visited Londonderry before returning to Boston
on 1 May. After safely escorting the convoy to Boston, BULL sailed
to New York for availability in the Navy Yard.

The next convoy in which BULL participated was Task Group 21.8
which left New York on 12 May and arrived in Great Britain on 23
May. Uponh arrival in Londonderry, HEscort Division temporarily
ceased. to operate as a unit, and the ships of that division were
made available for use In the "D Day" operations off Normandy,
France.

All the ships of the division received orders to report to
various ports in the British Isles for duty In that operation ezcept
USS RICH and USS BULL These two ships remained moored at London-
derry awalting orders.

Howevcr, USS BOUNCH suffered a casualty requiring docking and
returned to Londonderry thus necessitating a replacement to be made.
U33 RICH was assigned as the replacement, while USS BULL and U35
BUNCH remained in Ireland as stand-by ships. They departed on 6
June 1944, with Task Group 21.9 to escort convoy UCT 25 to the
United States. USS RICH struck two mines and was lost during the
operation off Normandy.

On 17 June 1944, BULL arrived in Boston with the task droup and
-after another short psriod in the Navy Yard, she sailed to New
York where she picked up her last European bound convoy on 2 July.
The voyage ended on 27 July 1544, which also ended the operations
of USS BULL as a destroyer cecort. The record of USS BULL was
twelve convoys escorted scross the North Atlantic without the loss
of a single ship. ‘

On 28 July 1944, USS BULL moored at the Todd Shipyards Corgor&—
tion, Erie Basin, Brooklyn, for conversion from DE 693 to APD 78.
Conversion was completed and USS BULL departed from New York on 26
October 1944, enroute to Norfolk, Virginia for shakedown under Com-
mander Amphibious Training Forces, Atlantic Fleet. This training
period was very brief, lasting only from 29 October to 6 November

in the Chesapeake Bay area.

On 7 November, BULL departed Norfolk as a part of Task Unit
29.6.11, passed through the Panama Canal on 13 November, and ar-
rived at San Diego, California on 21 Npwember. Two days later,she
arrived at San Pedro, California, and on the 25th, she was underway
for Pearl Harbor.
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Upon her arrival in Pearl Harbor, Underwater Demolition Team
14 came aboard, and BULL again got underway westward. BULL stopped
briefly at BEniwetok on 14 December 1944, and on the 27th, arrived
at the Palllau Islands, the staging area for the invasion of Luzon.

BULL was & part of the Bombardment and Fire Support Group 77.2
when it left Paulau on 1 January 1945 and proceeded through the
Surigao, Mindanao, and China Seas to Lingayen Gulf, Luzon. While
enroute, the task group was subjected to continuous attack by suicide
dive bombers. At the objectlive and during the bombardment of the
first day, relentless ailr attacks were carried out by the Japanese
guicide pilots.

The ship was commended by the commanding officer of Underwater
Demolition Team 14 for her excellent and accurate fire support which
kEept the enemy fire at_an absolute minimum. Once a suicide plane -
dove at USS BULL, but at the last minute was sufficiently deflected
by anti-aireraft fire as to miss by a twenty yards. A bomb was
dropped on another occasion two hundred yards off her starboard
guarter. .

On 15 January 1945, while BULL was proceeding with Task Unit
77.15.5 to Leyte, a Navy plane was geen to crash Into Siquijori
Island and BULL was detached to attempt rescue of the pilot. The
island was thought to be occupied by Japanese. US3 BULL was guided
through the strange waters by two Borsair fighter planes, and the
plane wag located where it had crashed some fifty yards off the
beach.

Approach was mede to approximately 2000 yards and the ship's
boats were sent with armed landing parties to rescuc the aviator.
Huge crowds of natives, many of whom were armed, grected the party
as 1t neared the shore. Soon many natlves were coming out in out-
rigger canoes to se¢ the American ship. One native was glven an
Ensign which he clutched to his breast saying, "Amerilca - our God-
father - we walt for you a long time". It was learned that the
natives had driven out most of the Japs during November. The pilot
was brought aboard and treated by the ship's doctor

After o brief stop at Leyte, BULL returned to Ulithi to prepare
for the invasion of Iwo Jima. On G February 1945, Lieutenant E.
R. Ferguson, Jr., USNR, relieved Lieutenant Commander J. B. -
McLaughlin as captaln.

On 10 February 1945, BULL.sailed with Task Group 58.4% which
wag the Underwater Demolition Group of Task Group 52, Amphibious
Support Force, and proceeded via Saipan to Iwo Jima. BULL arrived
at Iwo Jima, and operated in that area until 5 March when she de-
parted with the Task Unit for Ulithi.

During the operation at Iwo Jima, BULL took part in the recon-
nalssance of both the perferred and alternate beaches. 1In so doing,
BULL drew Japancse fire several times, suffering no damage from
several ncar misses.
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After "D Day, BULL operated as o screening vessel and the
underwater demolition team embarked was engaged in clearing beaches
to facilitate unloading the badly-needed supplies.

On 21 March 1945, Lieutenant Commander M. Berner, USNR, relieved
Lieutenant E. R. Perguson, Jr., as commanding officer of BULL. The -
same day, BULL got underway and proceeded as a member of Task Group
52.12 enroute to Okinawe Jima.

BULL arrived at Okinawa on 26 March 1945, and remained there
until 22 April, during this time she participated in the beach
reconnaissance of the Southern Beaches of Okinawa and did screening
duty.

After logistilc requirements were met and necessary repairs
were made at Saipan, BULL sailed on 2 May, again enroute to Okinawa.
She arrived on 6 May, and sailed for Saipan agein on the 8th as a ‘
member of Task Unit 51.29.4%,

From 12 May to 29 May 1945, BULL lay at Saipan with availability
for repairs and, on the 29th, again departed for Okinawas with Task
Unit 94.19.10. On 4 June 19&5, while enroute to Okinawa, the convoy
reversed course to avold a typhoon reported traveling toward the
vicinity ahead of the group. Wind velocity was estimated at 70
knots with mountalnous seas. By mid-afterncon, the wind and sea
had subsided again and since none of the ships of the task unit
reported ma jor damage, the group reversed course to proceed to
Okinawva.

BULL made her third appearance at Okinawa on 8 June and remained
on screening stations until’l July 1945, when she left as a member
of Task Unit 31.29.29. Upon departure from Okinawa, she was routed
by way of (Guam, Eniwetok, and Pearl Harbor, to San Pedro, Californis,
for voyage repairs, refresher training, and rehearsals with under-
water demolition teams in preparation for the invasion of Japan.

At the time of the Japanese surrender, USS BULL was still
undergoing voyage repairs at San Pedro.

On 15 August, Lieutenant Commander M. Berner was relieved by
Lieutenant #. B. Rauch, USNR. 3Shortly thereafter she sailed to
San Diego, departing there on 6 September 1945 with Task Unit
06.11.37 for Pearl Harbor. Further routing sent her to Guam, Wwhere
she arrived on 2 October 1045,

USS BULL earned three Battle Stars on the Asiatic-Pacific
Area Bervice Medal for participating in the following engagements:
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1 Star/Luzon Operation
Lingayen Gulf Landing. -- 4 January 1945 60 18 June 1045

1 Star/AssaEIt and Oceupation of Iwo Jima -- 16 February to 6 March
1945

1 Star/Assaﬁlt and Occupation of Okinawa Gunto -- 26 March to 8 May
1045

BULL earned the Navy Occupation Service Medal for the period
10 December 1945 to 20 December 1945

She also earned the Chine Service Medal (Extended) for the
following periods; 3 March 1946 to 9 March 1946; and 10 April 1946
to 16 April 1946.

* R Kk R K K F X ¥

STATISTICS
OVERALIL LENGTH 306 feet
BEAM 57 feet
SPEﬁD 23 knots
DISPLACEMENT 1,650 tons

* Ok K K K K X Kk

Compiled: February 1953
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“uetion of destreyer-escert type ships, the Defoe Shipbq

o Wwas -commenced  soon thereafter on the U.S.S., BULL, In July:
- ‘this “ship was floated down the Mississippil River to Waval
. Algiers, Louisiana, the first ship of its sype. completed by t
. ‘Defoe Shlpbullders and the first ship of its kind to mal ,
- &rip down the Mississippi River, At Alglers the Us8,.&. BULL
<~ (DE693) was fitted out, the crew moved aboard, cnd on Auguet‘
1943 she was cemm1531ened Wlth Lt D W Farnhem U.8.N, R te
‘_emmand S _ _ :

CU.8. 5. “BULL departed from.Algiers and by Avgust 28 was
.. to Bermuda for shakedown, When this ship first put to s
. the captain and executive officer among the efficers and a
~ten per cent of the crew had previous sea experience. - Thi

= thée time and the D
" effective fighting unit, By the middle of September t
‘down had begun to show its results. The bottle stations were
‘manned guickly, the smergency drills showed proficiency. The
new sallors experienced a hurrlcane and commenced to feel selty

'Bermuda.' Already she had completed her first convoy a551gnment,

'd*ln grmntlng centrects to 1nland Shlp bu1lders £o

Company of Bey City, Lichigen was awarded such & contra £, W

After all triels end eﬂlibretlons hod been completfd,

however ‘was more the - rule than the exception smong new ships at
693, 1like other ships soon became -

| CHAPTER i
The U.8. S BULL D E. 693
On October 4, 1943, the Bull arrived at Boston, Mass fre#

hzving escorted the troop laden transpert, S.S5. Washington
Norfelk from Bermuda, At Boston, which wes designated as %h

home pert for the DE693, a post shake-down availability was
granted after which the Bull reported to New York for exterded
duty. ‘Touching Thirty-third Street Pier enly briefly, she -
got underway on the eighteenth of October znd proceeded south—
ward to Curacao, Dutch West Indies and then to Londonderry,

North Ireland. Enroute frem Curacac to Londonderry the inex-
periemced crew experienced the thrill of aetion against periscopes

“but only te find thet their “periscopes” had been fish., The .

idea which had been so prevelent before--that every watch sheould .
produce sonar echos of submarine characteristics--was displaced
after Ypinging across the Atlentlc and back" by a better under=
standing of the monotonous, exacting assignment of being on the
alert continually for the echos thet so seldom come,

November 27 saw the U,8.5. BULL's return te Now York
Following a short availability she received orders to report te

;Comfair for duty at Cepe Cnd Bay.u




'?_fYofk and on the ninth of thet month departed with Task Group

..'ut about nlnteen-twenty-four a large amount of sea water was--

'"f through a great hurricane, The amrynition battens in C=l

- ammunition tumbled creating a dangerous situation., The heavy

took.eommand of the ship.

“On -January 3, 1944 the U 8. S BULL agaln reported to Ne

21,9 for Great Britain. The voyage wes without incident and 12
f£21] was made on Japuery 19, 1944, A short stey at Londopdery
‘North Ireland was terminated on the fwenty-seventh of that Mo
‘and Task Group 21,9 put to sea agaln.-enroute to New York. '
The return trip was featured by heavy seas. On the twenty-elghth

taken into' number two engine roon through ‘the exhsust blower d‘ t
- and & fire was csused by the resulting short gircuit, This wes
‘the [irst real emergency situwation thrt had occlrred to the
¢rew and the personnel performerice wes indeed gretifying to the
ceptain and his officers, . About. Februery 3, the ship passed

wherein the.l.l ammunition was stowcd were torn looseé and . he'

seas loosened the ring bolt for the gripes holding the ship's
. motor whale boat and even the mast required a jury rig to stren
gthen it after 1t had been loosened by the high winds and heavyﬁ[
seas., A1l emergencies were met and well handled by the erew.,. g
They might well callthemselves veterans now, _

_ The hectic return trip ended on February 7, 1944 as - Task
Group 21.9 stesmed into New York with many battered ships,
_After eleven days in the Navy Yard, Brooklyn, the DE 693 depart
- from New York enroute to Casco Bmy, Maine for a refresher train--
ing period. During the yassage, further ev1dence of the stormy
‘North Atlantic's wrath wes Presentod when this ship picked up
the dead body of & seamah lost in the wreck of a British merch-{
sntman one week before, The icey period of training at Cast¢o
Bay was brought to a conclusion when it became necessary to go
to Boston por repairs to number one turbine,

This ship and her division-- BEscort Division 19-- became
a part of Task Force 69 and left Boston on Februery 28 for her
third convoy to Great Britain, It was a source of pride for
the U.S5.5. BULL to link her name with that of the U.5.8, Marble~ . -
hezd and to complete “end runs" to aveid the flfty U-boat wolf Wwai
pack thet was patrolling at that time. Task Force..69 complpted
this mission, arriving at Belfast, North Ireland on March 8, L
and at New York again on March: 25. Again on April 6, Task Force _
69 put to sea and this time the DE693 visited Londonderry before.
returning on Mey 1 to Boston, After safely escorting the convoy
to Boston, the Bull sailed to New York for availability in the
Navy Yard.
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J --3 w1thout 1ncldent Lpon arrlvcl fs¥a Londonderry ms
Division Nineteen ceased temporarlly, to-operate as a un
o the ships of that lelSlon were mede available for use in
- Day" operations off Normandy, France. A1l Sﬂlps of the ¢
- recelved orders to report te verious ports in the British
- for duty in that operation except the U.S.S5. Rich, D,E, 695
and the U.8.8, Bull., The latter two ships remzined moor
: ondonderry aweiting orders for several days, . The ¢
Sitting Bull and Idle Rich% becams humorious and comm
__menlfestctions of the attitude of . the ships' crews at the
‘};ihe U.S5.5. Bunch however suffered a ccsualty requlrlnn A kl“
- end returned to Londonderry tims causing a replqcement to be
U mede necessary, Orders were received for "Bull or Rich pro
- rand report for duty as replacement The U.S.5. Rich was .
- to cepart first end so drew the g531gnment "The Bull. ﬁnd_,unch;
. remained in Ireland as stend-by ships and depﬁrted on June '
1944 with Task Group 21.9 to escort uecT 25 to the United States
. The U.5.5, Rich struck two. mlnes and was lost during the oper= -
'.atlon off Normzndy., :

‘ on June 17, 1944 the tesk group of which the Bull wes a
part arrived in Boston end after znother short period in the =
navy yard, the 693 sailed to New York where she picked up: her e
lest Europesn bound convoy on July 2 end again as a part of = -
task group 21.9 made an uneventful pessage to Grest Britein,
On-July 24 as she wes returning with Tesk Group 21,9 to the
United States, the Bull had whet was described &s probable
‘submorine echos.- Seversl attacks were mzde with depth chmrges
and hedge hogs end it wss believed the U~boet weg demaged,
However, no definite evidence of a kill wes apparent end due
to the shortege of screening vessels the ship was ordered to
return to the sereen; the knowledge that this was her last
Atlentic convoy and the proximity teo & sugcessful ottack B
coubined to meke the afternoon a disappointing though effective
one.. The voyage ended wher the task group arrived at New York .. .
on Jvly 27,1944 and with the end of the voyage camec the concl~ -
usion of the operctions of the U.S.S. Bull ag the D.E. 693.

Her record: twelve convoys escorted zeross the North Atlentic
"without the loss of = single ship,

)y
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" was to be fitted out with 5"38 instesd of 3"50 mounts and w
-~ Uy8.8, Bull A,P.D. 78 took departure from New York on October.

 }3?Uﬁit 29,6,11, psssed through the Peanama Canal on November
arrived at San Diego, Californis on November. 21, s 1944, U ivre da

" 'moved to barr cks ashore whlle the work of cénver51éh we.s in,;ﬂi
~ progress. During this period it wes necessary for the deek -
o rates to- 1e;rn,operﬂt1ng methods for new srmesnent as the ship

‘_4©mm instesd of 1,1 mounts, Conversion was completed and. the

26,1944 enroute to Norfolk, Virginis for shake déwn, under

o Commander Amphibious Training Foreces,; Atlantic Fleet, This =

.~ period of training wes very brief, lastlng only from October 29,
to November 6 in the Cheasapeake Bay Area. - )

On NOVGmper ?, the APD: 78 left Norfolk as a part of Ta

later she arrived at San Pedro, Celifornia and on ‘the twentys~ =
firth, the Bull was underway for Pearl Herbor, Hewaii, Upon 7
. grrival at Pearl Herbor the APD 78 soon found out the resson’
for her hurried trip westward, On December ?,1944;Combht KPR
: Underﬂgtcr’Demnlitlon Tesm Fourteen came gboard and on December"“
‘11, the APD Bull =zgain got underway westward, this time combet
loaded She stopped briefly at Enlwetok on December 14, PERIES R
'~ Ulithi on December 24, cnd on December 27 arrived at Paulan 'ﬂ Ziﬂ"*V
Islcnds, the steging area for the invasion of Lugon. S

The U 5.5, Bull was a part of ‘the Bombardment and Fire
Support Group 77.2 vhen 1t left Palau on Januvary 1,1945 and.
fproceeded through the Surigeo, Mindanzo, and China Segs to
Linge; Gulf, Luzon, While eqroute, the task group was sub=-
jecetéd to contlnuaus attack by suicide dive bombers., At the
objeetive =nd during the bombzrdment of the first day air atte ek
were carried out with great relentlessriess by the Jep suicide.
pilots, On S-2 this .ship provlded fire support for the
reconneissance of the San Febian sector of Lingayen Gulf,

The ship wes commended by the commending officer of Underwater
Demolition Team Fourteen for its excellant and.accurste fire
support which kept enemy fire &t =n absolute minimum, Several
very c¢lose ‘sheves" were experienced by the Bull ot Lingeyen
Gulf Once & suicide plane dove at her but at the lest minute

os deflected by anti aireraft! fire so as to miss by a2 scent
twenty yards. Another time 2 bomb was dro:ped at two hundred .
yerds off her sterborrd querter,

At 1330, 15 Januery while Lhis vessel wes. proceeding with
70 77.15%.5 to Leyte, one of our planes was seen to crash into
Siquijori Island and the Bull wes det:ched to attempt rescue
of the pilot. The island was thought to be occuppicd by
Japenese,  The ship wes guided through strange waters by two .
F4U's and the pl?ne wes loc~ted Where 1t hcd crcshed some flfty~

Pbge Iv -



: “of the: Jﬂps durlng Novembe;;u The.ﬁilot wes brﬁ
,gbosra  treated by the shipts. doetor, then rut qboerd a: PB.
;5nwhlch ¢eturned ‘hin for further treatment ash@re._ '

. Aft T 2 brief stop at Leyte, the Bull returned to Ullti
o stege for the invision of Iwo Jimd, Cn Febru'ry 9,1945,
.R. Ferguson Jr, U,5.N.R. relieved Lt, Comd?; T.B, hdL

“voes captein,  On Februsry 10, she left with Task Group 52,4

- which wes the Underwater D@molltlon Group of Task Group 52,
- Amphibious Support Force and prococded vie Saipen to Iwo

- This vessel arrived at Iwo Jima én D-3 and opercted in &
‘until Hereh 5 when she departed with T,U. 51,29,7 for Ul

.. During the operation at Iwo the APD 78 took part in the.
“‘reconnaissznce of both the prefcrrcd end alternste bezches,

- In so doing. she drew Jopz nese Tire several tinmes suffellng
" pno demage from severnl near misses.' AfterD dey, the Bull opér

ated as a screening vessel and the underwater demolition tec
- abozrd her was engnged in clearing beaches to faeillitete uns.

- “leoe ding of the badly needed” supplles."Though the Bull was
i fortunate in suffering no casvalties, underwater demolitlon

~ team fourteen lost one officer when the LCI in which he was .
\(%pottlng close supporting fire W‘s sunk by Jepanese shore b_tter-

ies, .

- On Mereh 21,1944, Lt Comdr M, Berner U.S.N.R. relieved: Lt,
JE.R. Ferguson Jr. end took cormend, The scme doy the Bull got
-1 underwey and proceéded as 2 member of Task Group 52,12 enroute
T to Okln e Jime., The Bull arrived ¢t Okinawe on March 26,1945,
. and remeined until April 22 during which time she pgrtlcip ted
- 4n the beach reconnzissence of  the Southern Beaches of Okinawa =
and did screening duty. The phrase “luck of the Bull" took root. -
*durlng the meny air raids to which this vessel wes subjected. L
:Performence of her e¢rew during the morale sheking deys wherein.
(bwilight seemed nL.tomuticc.lly to produce sulclde attacks was
ftruly Bully".,

After logistic requirements were met and necessary repglrs
mede at Szipan the Bull got underwey on Mey 2, agein enroute
- to Okinawa Jima, this time aerriving on Mey 6 ﬂné leaving May 8
as a member of Task Unit 51.29.4 returning to Saipan. Fronm -
© May 12 to May 29 she loy at Saipon with availability for repairs
- and on May 29 again depertcd for Okinawe with Task Unit 94,19,
10. On June 4 while snroute to Okinawa, the convoy reversed
course to avoid a typhoon reported traveling towsrd the vicinity -
ahced of the group bvt on June 5 T,U. 51.29.4 found itself with-
in the immediate vicinity of the storm center, Wind veloclty
- wWas estiugted at sevanty knots ﬂlth mountginous se@s.
1




T?undergoing voyﬂge repﬁirs_ﬂtk ] ‘Om
15, Lt, Comdr M. Berper W s:re-leved by Lt F.B, Rguch,
- Shortly thereafter she sailed to S n.Dlego from Wwhence sh1fj
2 parted on September 6,1945 with task unit 06.11.37 for Pe
.. - Herbor and fuvrther routing to Guam Island, *hore she hrrlved
'agsoctober 2 1945 '




'USS Bull

Lieutenant {junior grade) Richard Bull, USHR, was born in New
York, 14 July 1914 and enlisted in the ¥, S, Naval Reserve in 1938.
Ho was mppointed Aviation Cadet om 7 November 1958, After undere
going training, he was designated Neval Aviator on 12 October 1939,
He served as Patrol Plane Comeander with Patrol Squadron Twontyebwo
in 1540, lieutenaut (junice grade) Bull wes declared officially dead
ag of 5 Pebruary 1042, the date of his diseppearance while on aotive
duty engeged in enemy actiom in the Hathétlands East Indies, Ho was
pogthumonsly ‘mrdad‘. the Distinguished Flying Cross by the President
of the Ulitedstates.

The first USS _;m_;_x__z:_ (DE=693), & destroyer, weas built by the
Def'oe Shipbnilding Compeny, Bay City, Michigan, Iawched om 28
July 1944, she was sponmored Yy Mrs, Rochard Brill, wife of lieutenant
(jutior grade) Brill, fThe ship was commissioned on 12 August 1943,
when Iieutenant Dusne W.- -Farnham, USHR, assumsd oommend, /



+  REFERENCE SOURCES: " r“ 3 NAME AND DESIGNATION (r"‘\

A

i U33 BULL (DE &93)

PERIOD OF SERVICE 50 NAMED
1043
STATISTICAL DATA
TYPE: BUILDER
CLASS
LAUNCHED:
MAIN ARMAMENT SPONSOR
LENGTH: NAMED FOR:
BEAM: ACQUIRED: )
DRAFT: IST COMMISSIONED: 12 AupusSt 1043 !
DISPLACEMENT: IST COMMANDING OFF ICER: ‘
SPEED: CHANGES [N STATUS )
COMPLEMENT: Chg. to APD 76 on 31 July 1G4i4. ,
FINAL DISPOSITION RES/OC Jan. 1911"7, Derthed in 3Ban DJ,.S{:i

L

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

COMBAT OR OTHER OPERATIONS:

SHIP HISTORICAL IDENTIFICATION CARD OPNAY FORM-5070:10 (9-547 w1003



REFERENCE SQURCES:

NAME ARD DES]GNATION

USS BULL (DE 52

PERIOD OF SERVICE . S0 NAMED

~1046

STATISTICAL DATA

TYPE:

BUILDER

CLASS

LAUNGHED:

MAIN ARMAMENT

T Wy Dot o S\ Sy
L S T

LEKGTH: NAMED FOR:
BEAM: ACQUIRED: i
DRAFT:

IST COMMISSIONED: 5"\ \ S \ ™,

DISPLACEMENT:

{ST COMMANDING OFF {CER:

SPEED:

CHANGES IN STATUS

. COMPLEMENT :

IChe . to BENTINCK (BDE ~2)

FINAL DISPOSITiON

and sold

neturnad

RO Mey 1946,

—_—

Irom Lend Lease W~ S\

A - S Sanut

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

COMBAT OR OTHER OPERATIONS:

SHIP HISTORICAL IDENTIF|CATION CARD OPNAV FORM-5070-10 (8-54) 118820





